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The location has been decided for a new 
Camrose city hall, but councillors are unde-
cided about the project’s size.

By unanimous vote, except Coun. Earle 
Berry, who wasn’t at a special meeting of 
council Aug. 13, council decided the new city 
hall will be located at the same place as the 
current one – 5204 50 Avenue. It was down to 
that location and that of Mirror Lake Centre, 
on the north side of Mirror Lake. 

If Mirror Lake Centre had been chosen, 
the facility would have to be demolished, 
impacting the Camrose Seniors Society, who 
uses the Mirror Lake Centre regularly. 

Once the decision was made to go with 
the current location, the discussion quickly 
turned to cost and size.

The councillors also asked city staff to 
come back with a report that asks them to 
look for cost savings with design firm Man-
asc Issac as well as examine parking and staff 
relocation costs. 

The original plans called for a $17.5 mil-
lion four storey city hall with 38,750 square 
feet, but it’s also possible to build a $15.3 mil-
lion three storey city hall with 29,000 square 
feet would cost, with the possibility of having 
a fourth storey added later. 

“I think that if it’s built too small, that there 
will probably be some regrets in the near 
future,” said city manager Damian Herle.

Coun. John Howard agreed.
“I’m looking at the dollar difference being 

proposed in the report we have and for $2.2 
million more we get an extra floor and an 
extra 10,000 square feet,” he said. 

“Knowing what construction costs have 

done to us in this project alone, it’s a lot 
cheaper to build a fourth floor now than have 
to add to it five or 10 years down the road.”

Coun. Ray McIsaac warned that it could 
cost the city more later if it tried to save 
money in the wrong places.

“We should have learned a bit of a lesson 
from the Edgeworth Centre. There were a few 
corners cut there and I think they’re coming 
back to bite us at this point in time.” 

Coun. Max Lindstrand agreed it was 
cheaper to build a fourth floor the first time, 
but he wondering if the future staffing pro-
jections were applicable.

“But there are other factors in my mind 
and one is the core services review we’re 
looking at,” he said. “Are we staffed at the 
right level now and projecting out, what does 
the future hold?” 

With staffing numbers of 25 at Mirror Lake 

Centre and 31 at city hall, they currently use 
21,072 square feet, which around 13,000 is at 
city hall. Manasc Issac projects the city will 
have 95 employees by 2040.

“My question is: are we overbuilding?” 
said Coun. Greg Wood. “I don’t get the whole 
staffing thing doubling under this roof. Staff-
ing might go up, but is it going to be here, or 
is it going to be in public works?”

Coun. Gerry Galenza said the city spent 
$800,000 renovating the Mirror Lake Centre 
for engineering employees and the he hasn’t 
heard any complaints about the arrange-
ment.

“I’m still worried about the price. I’m still 
struggling,” he said. “We got to make some 
decisions. I’m personally still not convinced 
we have to have everybody under one roof.”

The councillors were unable to decide on a 
size before the special meeting ended.

New City Hall to be built in location of current facility

Camrose residents celebrated 
those who first settled the area 
at the dawn of the 20th Century 
over the last weekend.

This year’s Founder Days, 
which took place Aug. 10 to 12, 
included tours of downtown, his-
toric displays, children’s games, 
a dessert theatre, a fashion show, 
church services in an historic 
church and a ceremony.

Celebrated in this year’s cere-
mony at Founders Square were 
Signe Spokkeli Hills and Almer 
Ofrim.

Ofrim moved to Camrose in 
1906, working as a blacksmith. 
In 1918, he opened a hardware 
store with Adolph Maland at the 
current location of Chandler Art 
Gallery. 

Hills came to the area in 1895. 
Beginning in 1902, she went to 
high school in Edmonton and 
got her education for teaching. 
She was hired to teach 18 chil-
dren at the first school in Cam-
rose in 1905, which lasted until 
she married Irving Hills in 1907.

Hills, role-played by Glenda 
Rott, spoke at the ceremony. 
She pointed out changes in 
women’s fashion.

“Why are all of the women in 
their bloomers?” she said, add-
ing that some of them must be 
poor because their hair was 
short.

Other local dignitaries also 

spoke, reminding people life in 
modern Camrose is built on the 
efforts of those founders.

 “It is time to recommit our-
selves to the work they begun,” 
said Coun. John Howard, on 
behalf of Crowfoot MP Kevin 
Sorenson. “We are all part of the 
continuum of history.”

Ofrim and Hills will have a 
tile with a description of their 
lives attached to the fountain in 
Founders Square.

The square wasn’t the only 
place where people role-played 
the city’s founders. 

On Saturday night at the Bai-
ley Theatre, three women re-
enacted their lives of pioneer 
women. To prepare, they read 
personal diaries and performed 
other research.

Glenys Smith played Myr-
tle Zimmerman who was a Kel-
sey pioneer, Nora Smith played 
Alice Rogers who was an early 
telephone agent, and Mary 
Ann Lippiatt played Lily Pit-
thouse who was the daughter of 
Hay Lakes founder George Pit-
thouse.

Ken Duncan,  who intro-
duced the show, said the plays 
were designed to ensure peo-
ple know about the activities of 
their ancestors.

“We’re trying to fill that gap in 
a small way,” he said

– TASA

Founders Days remembers early Camrose pioneers
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Suited in their best old-fashioned dress, (left to right) Dennis Johnson, Glenda Rott, Hazel Cail, Barb McDonald, Sandy Domes, 
Fay Carlson and David Roth strolled from Main Street from Candler Art Gallery to the Bailey Theatre.


